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About the book
Summer 1874, and Launceston teeters on the brink of anarchy. After abandoning his wife and child many years ago,
the Black War veteran Thomas Toosey must return to the city to search for William, his now motherless twelve-yearold son. He travels through the island’s northern districts during a time of impossible hardship - hardship that has
left its mark on him too. Arriving in Launceston, however, Toosey discovers a town in chaos. He is desperate to find
his son amid the looting and destruction, but at every turn he is confronted by the Irish transportee Fitheal Flynn
and his companion, the hooded man, to whom Toosey owes a debt that he must repay.
To Name Those Lost is the story of a father’s journey. Wilson has an eye for the dirt, the hardness, the sheer dogeat-doggedness of the lives of the poor. Human nature is revealed in all its horror and beauty as Thomas Toosey
struggles with the good and the vile in himself and learns what he holds important.

About the author
Rohan Wilson holds degrees and diplomas from the universities of Tasmania, Southern Queensland and Melbourne.
His first book, The Roving Party, won the 2011 The Australian/Vogel’s Literary Award as well as the Margaret Scott
Prize, Tasmanian Literary Awards in 2013, the NSW Premier’s Literary Awards 2012, and was shortlisted for the 2011
Vance Palmer Prize for Fiction, Victorian Premier’s Literary Awards, the 2012 Adelaide Festival Awards for Literature
Fiction Award, and the 2012 Indie Awards for debut fiction. Rohan was chosen as one of the Sydney Morning Herald’s
Best Young Novelists in 2012. Rohan can be found on Twitter: @rohan_wilson.

For discussion


What kind of man is Thomas Toosey?



What does he mean when he says ‘History is the art by which we live our lives’?



Who do you think really attacked Gimlet-eyed Chan Johnson -- Toosey or Flynn?



What does this book say about the duty parents owe to children, or children to parents?



What is the significance of the railway levy riots?



Do Flynn’s political beliefs have anything to do with his feud with Toosey?
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Suggested further reading
The Roving Party - Rohan Wilson
Game - Trevor Shearston
Infamy - Lenny Bartulin
Robbery Under Arms - Rolf Boldrewood
Blood Meridian - Cormac McCarthy
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